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Nador, Zeluan, and the plains leading from Melilla
Many of the tribes surrendered, and large areas might
have been completely pacified had not instructions
from Madrid brought the operations to a close when
the work was only half done. In consequence the
mountain peaks dominating the plain and the range of
hills to the west of Melilla remained in the hands of
hostile tribesmen The actual results achieved, con-
sidering the great loss of life and the enormous expendi-
ture, seemed from the military point of view rather
inadequate, but the people of Spain were satisfied
In 1911, the Spaniards continued then: attempts to
fulfil this colonial dream, one which although it did not
appeal very much to the fathers and mothers of Spam,
who disliked seeing their sons used as targets for
Moorish marksmen, had firmly gripped the imagina-
tion of the army and also to a large extent of the
government.
This time, no doubt under the mistaken idea that the
Jibala would be found an easier nut to crack than the
Riff, a landing was made at Larache on the Atlantic
coast, and troops occupied El Ksar The force was
commanded by a remarkable man—one Colonel Syl-
vestre whose desire for personal glory was destined to
do his country much harm Proud and overbearing,
he almost at once became at loggerheads with the
brigand chieftain Raisuli, who regarded this part of
Morocco almost as if it were his own family estate, and
soon regretted the assistance he had given to the
Spaniards at the time of their landing
It is interesting to examine for a moment the policy
of Spain, for from it sprang all her future misfortunes
Her tragedy was a tragedy of indecision.   Should ad-
vances be made into the Riff from Melilla on the east,

